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As they say, a week can be a long time in politics.

Last Saturday, the Globe and Mail ran a lengthy and glowing piece on Brad Wall that touted him as 
potential future prime minister.

Alas, the press can be fickle.

A photo caption on the front page of Thursday's Globe identified Wall as arriving at the Western 
Premiers conference in Yukon.

Unfortunately, the man in the picture was actually Manitoba's Gary Doer.

There's no telling whether the 43-year-old Saskatchewan Party premier or the 61-year-old New 
Democrat would be more offended by the mix-up.

But Wall did quip Friday that "the office has taken a greater toll on me than even I realized."

- - -

Occasionally dozy committee hearings at the Legislative building were anything but dull this week.

When more than 200 unionized workers in the construction trades showed up to attend public hearings 
on Bill 80 the committee room was much too small to accommodate them.

NDP MLA Cam Broten made three failed attempts to move proceedings to a bigger venue but 
expressed his frustration when Sask. Party MLAs voted down his motions.

"We welcome school groups here. We give them juice boxes. But we force tradespeople, adults, who 
come to the legislature to stay out in the sun," snapped Broten.

Sask. Party MLA Serge LeClerc responded that people making presentations shouldn't be subject to 
an "intimidation factor."

"I, for one, don't particularly want to be intimidated," LeClerc said.

Sparks flew after LeClerc made comments about his government being fair, evoking a ripple of 
laughter.

"Are you trying to say that I'm not fair? That's exactly why the reason we don't want a group organizing 
into that emotional stuff, because you've already taken the premise that I'm unfair," LeClerc said angrily 
toward the NDP side of the committee table.
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- - -

The construction workers who waited outside while Bill 80 hearings took place eventually found a way 
to wait inside by signing up for a building tour themselves.

An unsuspecting young tour guide attempted to give her usual spiel highlighting the building's beautiful 
architecture but eventually left the hundreds of workers to their own devices in the rotunda alongside 
the busts of former premier Tommy Douglas and former prime minister John Diefenbaker.

The workers later filed back outdoors.

- - -

Just trust us.

The lump sum of money doled out each year to the government and opposition caucuses is well-spent, 
according to Saskatchewan Party MLA June Draude.

As Draude criticized newly elected NDP Leader Dwain Lingenfelter for even contemplating taking a 
paycheque from his taxpayer-funded caucus until he's elected as an MLA (Lingenfelter ultimately 
decided to be paid by his party instead), she was also asked about whether she thinks caucuses 
should provide more public disclosure on how they spend their allotted money.

Both the Sask. Party and the NDP caucuses said last year they would consider being more transparent 
when it comes to caucus cash -- which would fall in line with almost all other sectors of government -- 
but still haven't made any changes.

"I know there's nothing that we are doing in the caucus that I'm ashamed of ... I think that overall we put 
the general amount of money out and that's basically what the people have asked us to do. I'm 
comfortable with it and I think as long as we as elected people can stand up and say 'I'm accountable, 
and that we are making sure that taxpayers' money is spent in the right way,' that's what people are 
asking us to do," Draude said.

- - -

Among the payments made from caucus funds are the remuneration paid to the caucus chair and 
deputy chair.

Saskatoon Eastview MLA -- and Lingenfelter supporter -- Judy Junor was elected caucus chair by NDP 
MLAs this week, replacing Saskatoon Meewasin MLA Frank Quennell, a supporter of Deb Higgins.

The post comes with $12,560 in extra compensation.

Another Lingenfelter supporter, Regina Rosemont's Trent Wotherspoon, also received a plum beyond 
being promoted to finance critic in the leader's shuffle of responsibilities.
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